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Diagnostic value of pleural biopsy in patients with undiagnosed exudative pleural effusion under ul-
trasonic guidance
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Abstract: Objective To observe the clinical diagnostic value of the pleura biopsy in the undiagnosed pleural effusion
under ultrasonic guidance. Methods Sixty-seven patients with undiagnosed exudative pleural effusion were subjected to the
pleural biopsy under ultrasonic guidance with GALLINI needle. Then the acquisition rate of the pleura, pathological diagnosis
rate and the complication rate were analyzed. Results Seventy pleural biopsies were performed with the needle on 67 pa-
tients. The acquisition rate of the pleura was 97. 1% (68/70) ,the pathological diagnosis rate was 89.6% (60/67) . Thirty-five
cases were diagnosed malignant tumor ( adenocarcinoma was eleven cases, squamous carcinoma was nine cases, mesothelioma
was five cases,small cell carcinoma was three cases). Twenty-five cases were diagnosed tuberculosis and seven cases were di-
agnosed nonspecific inflammation. One patient had pleural reaction,one patient had chest pain,one patient had chest discom-
fort, the total complication rate was 4.3% (3/70). Conclusion The pleural biopsy under ultrasonic guidance with GALLINI
needle is a simple,safe and effective method in the diagnosis of undiagnosed exudative pleural effusion
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